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MASC-CBRN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
 

Efforts to prevent the misuse of chemical, biological, radioactive, and nuclear (CBRN) 

materials and related information are consistent with the goals of upholding the international 

norms against the proliferation and use of chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons 

collectively known as weapons of mass destruction (WMD). The range of CBRN threats in the 

21st century continues to evolve and advances in science and technology are opening up new 

avenues that malign actors are ready to exploit to cause harm. Countering chemical, biological, 

radiological, and nuclear threats thus require concerted action on several fronts and by multiple 

stakeholders to detect and respond to malicious acts, as well as to safeguard legitimate activities 

from abuse and diversion.  

On 23 November 2022 the Center for the Study of Democracy held an international conference 

on Countering the Misuse of CBRN Materials and Related Information. The event brought 

together speakers and participants from around the world with wide-ranging expertise and 

professional background in the area of CBRN security. Conference materials including 

presentation recordings and slides are available on the MASC-CBRN website.  

 

https://masc-cbrn.eu/masc-cbrn/countering-cbrn-threats-masc-cbrn-conference-highlights/
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The goal of this conference was to advance dialogue on emerging CBRN security threats and 

foster the exchange of experience and promising practices for enhancing preparedness and 

response to deliberate CBRN events. The conference was divided into two thematic panels 

featuring speakers with a wide-ranging expertise in the field of CBRN security and WMD 

disarmament and non-proliferation.  

Mr Günter Povoden, Technical expert with the EU CBRN Risk Mitigation Centres of 

Excellence Initiative delivered a key-note address which focused on CBRN terrorist threats. 

His presentation examined the evolution of CBRN terrorist attacks looking at their 

motivation, the capabilities of different groups, and the factors that need to be considered 

when assessing the risk of possible misuse. In addition, Mr Povoden discussed the potential 

impact of deliberate CBRN events and possible strategies and measures for response and 

crisis management. 

 

Dr Maria Espona, co-director of Information Quality (Argentina) and lecturer at Argentine 

Catholic University and National Defence University, Argentina addressed challenges and 

opportunities on the intersection between biological weapon threats and emerging risks to 

public health. Her remarks focused on the investigation of the origins of disease outbreaks, 

the ways in which climate changes affects disease patterns and health infrastructure, and the 

impact of scientific and technological advances on promoting health security.  

 

Dr Jean Pascal Zanders, an independent researcher and consultant and founder of The 

Trench, focused his remarks on the evolving challenges of misuse of toxic chemicals. His 

presentation examined the evolution of the use of chemical weapons and its implications for 

the international regime on chemical disarmament. 

 

Dr Michael Crowley and Prof Malcolm Dando, University of Bradford, UK made a joint 

presentation that addressed the security challenges posed by mid-spectrum agents such as 

toxins and bioregulators that are covered by both the Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) 

and the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC). Their presentation reviewed 

research areas of concern and highlighted how certain trends in the activities of states can 

pose challenges to the international prohibition of chemical and biological weapons. 

 

CONFERENCE PANEL I: EMERGING CBRN SECURITY RISKS 

KEY-NOTE ADDRESS: CBRN TERRORISM 
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Dr Ralf Trapp, independent consultant on chemical and biological weapons arms control 

examined Russia’s allegations of biological weapon activities in Ukraine. He discussed 

specific claims made by Russian officials with regard to the biological research conducted in 

Ukrainian laboratories to explain their shortcomings and looked into the possible motivations 

behind the dissemination of these claims.  

 

Prof Andrea Malizia, Didactical Coordinator of the International Master Courses in 

Protection against CBRNe events, University of Rome Tor Vergata, Italy addressed 

radiological security risks and methods for protection against potential threats. He focused 

on the risk of use of a ‘dirty bomb’ to illustrate radiological threats and gave an overview of 

approaches, procedures, and tools that can be leverage in the response to such threats.  

 

Dr Tatyana Novossiolova, Center for the Study of Democracy presented the activities that 

were implemented as part of the MASC-CBRN initiative highlighting their conceptual basis 

in enhancing understanding of the range of CBRN threats posed by state and non-state actors. 

Her presentation discussed the development of a consolidated framework for CBRN security 

capacity assessment that underscores the role of stakeholder interaction in ensuring effective 

and sustainable prevention and countering of CBRN threats. 

CONFERENCE PANEL II: SUSTAINABLE CAPACITY  

FOR COUNTERING CBRN THREATS 

WWW.MASC-CBRN.EU  

http://www.masc-cbrn.eu/
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BACKGROUND RESEARCH PRACTICAL TOOLS 

ELECTRONIC CATALOGUES OF INIATITIVES AND TOOLS 
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DISSEMINATION OF OUTPUTS 

Consortium partners have promoted the MASC-CBRN initiative among stakeholders during 

high-profile events addressing CBRN issues. Examples include: 

This event brings together Spanish and international companies specialising in the field of 

security technology and innovation.  

This biennial event brings together public and private security companies, associations, 

professionals specialising in innovation and technological development covering five areas of 

security, including cybersecurity, fire and emergency security, and workplace safety. 

This event provides a platform to promote a common nuclear security agenda for the wider 

Black Sea region through the lenses of global and regional trends and developments, in order 

to overcome existing non-proliferation challenges and create new opportunities for peace and 

cooperation. The theme of the 2022 Forum was “Nuclear and Radiological Security in the Black 

Sea Region in Light of New and Evolving Threats and Circumstances”. 

 

SECURITY FORUM 2022 CONGRESS, 20-21 OCTOBER 2021,  

BARCELONA, SPAIN 

 

SICUR 2022, 22-25 FEBRUARY 2022, MADRID, SPAIN 

 

4TH TBILISI INTERNATIONAL FORUM FOR REGIONAL STABILITY, 

 8-9 NOVEMBER 2022, TBILISI, GEORGIA 

 


